Rifle Parks & Recreation Advisory Board
Agenda
November 27, 2006
5:30 PM
Rifle City Hall
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

Call to Order
Minutes of October 23rd Meeting
Comments from Public
Senior Center Report
Project Updates
DoLA Grant
GOCO Grant
Budget 2007 Update
Budget Ending 11/06
Field Usage Fees
Pool Covers
Tree City/Tree Board
Health & Wellness Center Update
Notification of Absence
Next Meeting – December 11th
Other
Adjourn

“Enhancing the quality of life for Rifle residents through positive recreational activities”.

Date: November 20, 2006
To:
PRAB
From: Aleks Briedis, Recreation Director
Tom Whitmore, Parks Director
RE: November 27th Meeting
Below is a brief overview for the November 27th meeting:
Project Update
The BMX track is taking shape. Work will continue as weather and time allows.
We are also continuing working on the lights at the Action Park and hope to have them
working as soon as possible.
Signs have been installed at: Deerfield Park (two), Cooper, Quagmire, Grotto & Rifle
Mountain Park (three). We have also requested utility located for Centennial, Rifle
Creek Trail, Moki, Arnold & Joyce. These should be installed in the next couple of
weeks.
We’re gearing up for sledding season by putting out hay bales at Macintosh Park.
Winter turf aeration and fertilization of our parks continues.
Senior Center Update
Mildred will give an update.
DoLA Grant
We will be submitting for a $500,000 grant from the Department of Local Affairs for the
Parks Maintenance Facility. Grants are due December 1st, with a presentation to the
board March 22nd or 23rd and notification a few weeks later.
GOCO Grant
The final report for the Action Park has been submitted. We should be receiving the
grant funds in the next couple of weeks. We will also be notified about our Mini Cooper
Field grant application after the GOCO board meets on December 12th.
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Budget 2007 Update
City Council met on November 13, 2006 to review enhanced item requests. Council
decided to extend the lease/purchase of the Maintenance Facility from 5 years to 10
years, freeing up $110,000 in the 2007 budget. Council also decided to fund the
following enhanced requests:
Summer Administrative Assistant
Rec Roundup to every week
Vehicle
Senior Programs
Health & Wellness Center Seed Money

$3400
$9658
$12,000 (3 yr. lease through City)
$10,000
$90,000

We should have a copy of the final budget at the next meeting.
Budget Ending 11/06
The Parks & Recreation Fund budget is included in the packet. Staff will answer any
questions at the meeting.
Field Usage Fees
We had discussed these fees in the past. The proposed fees are included in the packet. If
we decide to put these fees in place, we would like to do this before the spring season
begins. These fees would only apply to outside organizations that do not fall under the
Recreation Department’s umbrella. If an outside organization would like to have the fees
reduced, they will be able to request it from City Council. Staff would like to discuss the
fees with City Council at their next available workshop.
Pool Covers
We were informed that to install the pool covers and not void the warranty, water must be
in the pool. We have already winterized the pool; therefore we will not be installing
them until next year. Also, currently our pumps are exposed to the elements. We may
have to look into enclosing the pumps and pipes so they do not freeze. We’ll discuss
further at the meeting.
Tree City/Tree Board
The City’s ordinances and the Tree City USA standards are included in the packet. We’ll
discuss further at the meeting.
Health & Wellness Center Update
A meeting regarding the center was held on November 16th. Ed, Rich, Jason and Mildred
from the board and Aleks and Tom attended the meeting. We’ll discuss further at the
meeting.
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Notification of Absence
Staff is requesting that if a board member will not be able to attend a PRAB meeting to
notify Aleks or Tom. This will help staff figure the amount of snacks to bring to
meetings. This could also work as a mechanism of when to excuse members from
meetings missed.
Our next meeting is scheduled for December 11th.
Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact us.
Thanks.
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PARK AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD MNUTES # 19, 2006
MONDAY NOVEMBER 6TH, 2006
RIFLE CITY HALL CONFERENCE ROOM
CALL TO ORDER: Meeting was called to order by Chairman Steve Carter at 5:34
p.m
MEMBERS PRESENT, ROLL CALL:
ACT VOTER:
Kelly Bina

Yes

No

Abstain

x

Jim Boone

x

Rich Carter

x

Steve Carter

x

Mark Lapka

x

Jason Naess

x

Ed Weiss

x

Mildred Whitt

x

RESULT:

Kelly Bina 5:27

Jim Boone

Rich Carter 5:27

Steve Carter 5:23

Mark Lapka 5:20

Jason Naess 5:27

Ed Weiss 5:29

Mildred Whitt 5:27

Staff Present: Tom Whitmore, Parks Director; Linda Stilson, Acting Secretary
Others Present: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 23RD MEETING:
Moved by Rich 2nd by Kelly to approve minutes. Passed by voice vote. Mark abstained.

COMMENTS FROM PUBLIC : None
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:
The board welcomed Mildred Whitt back for a second term and Jason Naess who is
replacing Betsy Rice.
The floor was opened for nominations for Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Secretary,
respectively. Kelly Bina nominated Ed Weiss for Chairman. Mark Lapka 2nd the
nomination of Ed as Chairman. Ed was elected by acclamation. Ed assumed the duties of
the chair. The floor was opened for nominations for Vice-Chair. Mark Lapka nominated
Kelly Bina it was 2nd by Rich Carter. Kelly was elected as Vice- Chair by acclamation.
The floor was opened for nominations of secretary. Kelly Bina nominated Mark Lapka
as secretary. Steve 2nd the nomination of Mark Lapka as secretary. Mark was elected as
secretary by acclamation with a note that City Staff will still take notes at the meetings.

PROJECT UPDATE:
Action Park / BMX Track: Dirt is being moved in to start the BMX track. Still having
problems with the lights. The city is working with an electrician to help with the lights
and timers. Kelly wondered about time frame to finish BMX track. Tom noted that the
O & M crew is working between other projects they will also me working on waterlines
and a sprinkler system. A fence will also be between the BMX track and action park to
help cut down on the mud on the concrete. Everything should be up in the spring.
The arch signs will be going up at RMP. The other park signs will continue to go up as
they have time to install them. Mark questioned about safety bumpers on the BMX track
and Tom indicated that with the design there should help with that but we could put in
bales etc. if needed. Ed wondered about the $5000 that was being allocated to this
project where it was coming from. Tom indicated the money is essentially from the parks
maintenance budget and that most of it might go toward hauling fill.
TREE CITY/ TREE BOARD
Tom wanted to get feed back from the board on acting as a Tree Board until one could be
appointed or permanently. The city is currently recognized as a Tree City and in order to
be eligible if the opportunity arises, we need to meet several other criteria as well. Tom
will forward the tree ordinance and other information to the board on this and we will
discuss this at a future meeting.

HEALTH & WELLNESS CENTER UPDATE:
The city is going to have a feasibility study done for a health and wellness center. There
was some discussion on the cost of the study and the information that would be obtained.
Ed noted that it would be of great interest to get a financial printout on funds left after the
budgeted amounts in the park and rec. funds for 2006. Also the board would like Matt
Sturgeon to attend the next meeting with more information about the health and wellness
center study. Rich made a motion to support the idea of committing funds for a feasible
study on the health & wellness center. Steve 2nd the motion passed by voice vote.
SALES TAX ELECTION:
Rich said we are still short funds. The committee has raised $900 so far. He has calls out
to people in the community in hopes to raise the rest needed to pay the printing bill of
$2,200 at Jeans Printing.
NEXT MEETING- NOVEMBER 27TH
OTHER:
Tom thanked the board for the first year of hard work. Jason introduced himself to the
board. Mark wanted to know more information about the senior programs. It was agreed
that we will have a senior report from Mildred on the senior happenings. There was also
some interest in having a meeting(s) at the Senior Center sometime in the future.
ADJOURN:
Rich moved to adjourn the meeting. Jason 2nd the motion. The meeting was adjourned at
6:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Linda Stilson
Acting Secretary

Proposed field use and set-up fees

Rental charge (1)
Field preparation (2) (3)
Lights
Scoreboard rental (4)

Baseball
$30/hr
$20/time
$20/hr
$20/hr

Softball
$25/hr
$20/time
$15/hr
$20/hr

Soccer
$10/hr
$20/time
N/A
N/A

(1) Rental Charge with baseball field includes one dragging
(2) Field preparation includes striping and dragging for baseball or nets and flags fo
(3) For soccer field, if not in season and needs to be striped a fee of $200 will be ch
(4) Scoreboard rental includes staff to run scoreboard

Tree City Standards
The Four Standards of a Tree City USA
To qualify for Tree City USA, a town or city must meet four standards established by
The National Arbor Day Foundation and the National Association of State Foresters.
These standards were established to ensure that every qualifying community would have
a viable tree management plan and program.
It is important to note that they were also designed so that no community would be
excluded because of size.
1. A Tree Board or Department
Someone must be legally responsible for the care and management of
the community's trees. This may be a professional forester or
arborist, an entire forestry department, or a volunteer tree board.
Often, both a professional staff and advisory tree board are present,
which is a good goal for most communities. A tree board, or
commission, is a group of concerned volunteer citizens charged by
ordinance with developing and administering a comprehensive tree
management program. Balanced, broad-based community
involvement is encouraged. Boards function best if not composed
entirely of tree-related professionals such as forestry professors,
nursery operators, arborists, etc. Fresh ideas and different
perspectives are added by citizens with an interest in trees that is
entirely avocational. Limited, staggered terms of service will prevent
stagnation or burnout, while at the same time assuring continuity.
2. A Tree Care Ordinance
The tree ordinance must designate the establishment of a tree board
or forestry department and give this body the responsibility for
writing and implementing an annual community forestry work plan.
Beyond that, the ordinance should be flexible enough to fit the needs
and circumstances of the particular community. A tree ordinance
provides an opportunity to set good policy and back it with the force
of law when necessary. Ideally, it will provide clear guidance for
planting, maintaining and removing trees from streets, parks and
other public places. For tips and a checklist of important items to
consider in writing or improving a tree ordinance, see Bulletin No. 9.
3. A Community Forestry Program With An Annual Budget Of At Least $2
Per Capita
Evidence is required that the community has established a community
forestry program that is supported by an annual budget of at least $2
per capita. At first, this may seem like an impossible barrier to some

communities. However, a little investigation usually reveals that more
than this amount is already being spent by the municipality on its
trees. If not, this may signal serious neglect that will cost far more in
the long run. In such a case, working toward Tree City USA
recognition can be used to re-examine the community's budget
priorities and re-direct funds to properly care for its tree resource
before it is too late. Ideally, this standard will be met by focusing
funding on an annual work plan developed after an inventory is
completed and a report is approved by the city council. Such a plan
will address species diversity, planting needs, hazardous trees, insect
and disease problems and a pattern of regular care such as pruning
and watering.
4. An Arbor Day Observance and Proclamation
This is the least challenging and probably the most enjoyable
standard to accomplish. An Arbor Day celebration can be simple and
brief or an all-day or all-week observation. It can be a simple tree
planting event or an award ceremony that honors leading tree
planters. For children, Arbor Day may be their only exposure to the
green world or a springboard to discussions about the complex issue
of environmental quality. The benefits of Arbor Day go far beyond the
shade and beauty of new trees for the next generation. Arbor Day is a
golden opportunity for publicity and to educate homeowners about
proper tree care. Utility companies can join in to promote planting
small trees beneath power lines or being careful when digging.
Smokey Bear's fire prevention messages can be worked into the
event, as can conservation education about soil erosion or the need to
protect wildlife habitat. Still another way to develop Arbor Day is to
link it with a tree-related festival. Some that are currently celebrated
include dogwood festivals, locust blossom festivals and Macon,
Georgia's Cherry Blossom Festival that annually brings more than
$4.25 million into the local economy. In meeting the four standards,
help is available! The urban and community forestry coordinator in
your state forester's office will be happy to work with communities in
taking these first steps toward better community forestry.

To receive a free Tree City USA booklet:
Call: (402) 474-5655
Monday–Friday
8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. CST
E-mail: treecity @ arborday.org
Tree City USA is supported by the USDA Forest Service Urban and Community Forestry
Program.

ARTICLE V
Trees
Sec. 7-5-10. Definitions.
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
Private trees means trees, shrubs, bushes and other wood-like vegetation located on private
property, which may project or exist over or outside the property line.
Public access trees means trees, shrubs, bushes and other wood-like vegetation located in
established parks, cemeteries, trail rights-of-way, street rights-of-way bordering City property,
and other areas within the City's jurisdiction to which the public has access, such as a park or
pedestrian way.
Severely top or topping means the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs larger than three
(3) inches in diameter within the tree's crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal
canopy and disfigure the tree.
Street trees means trees, shrubs, bushes and all other wood-like vegetation which are found
on City street rights-of-way existing between private property and the nearest adjacent paved
street. (Prior code 17.18.100; Ord. 4 §1, 2005)
Sec. 7-5-20. Trees on public property.
(a) It is a violation of this Article to remove, damage, injure, cut, prune, paint, deface or kill
any public access tree except by, or with the written permission of, the City Manager.
(b) It is the responsibility of the property owner to maintain all street trees adjacent to the
owner's property in accordance with guidelines developed by the Tree Board.
(c) It is unlawful to remove or severely top any street tree without prior approval of the Tree
Board except, if any of the following conditions exist:
(1) The street tree is an undesirable tree species as defined by the Tree Board;
(2) The street tree is within the area near an intersection defined by Section 16-3-240(6) of
this Code; or
(3) The street tree has first been determined by the City Manager as being dead, severely
diseased, or hazardous to public safety.
Street trees that interfere with the safe and reliable provision of overhead utility service may be
topped, pruned or removed with the permission of the City Manager.
(d) If a tree is removed pursuant to Subsection (c) above, the adjoining property owner is
responsible for planting a new tree within one hundred eighty (180) days of removal, and the new
tree shall meet the standards set forth in Subsection (e) below. This new tree shall be not less
than one (1) inch in diameter measured two (2) feet above ground level. If it is not reasonably

possible to meet all of the standards in Subsection (e), the property owner shall be relieved of this
requirement.
(e) It is unlawful to plant a street tree without prior approval of the Tree Board unless it
complies with all of the following standards:
(1) It is a "desirable tree" species as approved by the Tree Board;
(2) The location of the trunk is not within ten (10) feet measured horizontally from any
overhead utility service;
(3) The location of the trunk is not within five (5) feet measured horizontally from any
City water or sewer line or main. It is the responsibility of the owner to contact the City to
determine the location of such lines and mains.
(4) The location of the trunk is not within the area near a street intersection as defined by
Section 16-3-240(6) of this Code. There shall be no new trees planted within thirty (30) feet
of any intersection.
(5) The location of the trunk is at least three (3) feet measured horizontally from the back
of any City street curb or sidewalk located on City property.
(f) Pruning and clearance. Every owner of any tree on his or her property or responsible for
the maintenance of a street tree which overhangs any street, right-of-way, alley, lane, corner or
any other public area within the City shall prune the branches so that such branches shall not
obstruct the vision of signage placed by the City or obstruct the view of any intersection as
defined by Section 16-3-240(6) of this Code. There shall be a clear space of eight (8) feet above
any sidewalk, and thirteen (13) feet above any street, alley or lane. Owners shall remove all dead,
diseased or dangerous branches, or broken or decayed limbs which constitute a menace to the
safety to the public, and shall bear the financial cost of removal.
(g) Protection of trees. During the construction or improvement of any structure, it shall be
unlawful for any person to place material, machinery or soil deposits within three (3) feet of any
tree on City property.
(h) Nothing in this Article shall prevent the City, at its sole discretion, from assuming, on a
temporary basis, the responsibility for the maintenance of street trees where the City has also
assumed the responsibility for the maintenance of other landscaping. (Prior code 17.18.400; Ord.
4 §1, 2005)
Sec. 7-5-30. Trees on private property.
The City shall have the right to cause the removal of any tree on private property within the
City, when such trees constitute a hazard to life and property or harbor insects or diseases which
are a potential threat to other trees within the City. The owner will be notified in writing of any
such decision by the City Manager. Removal will be done by the owner at her or his expense
within sixty (60) days after the notice is served. In the event there is failure to comply with the
notice, the City shall have the authority to remove such trees and charge the costs of removal to
the owners. (Prior code 17.18.500)

Sec. 7-5-40. City rights and powers to enforce tree care and safety.
(a) This Article outlines the City's ability to enforce tree safety and care concerning
public/private overlap. The City Manager, in consultation with the Tree Board, shall have the
power to promulgate and communicate rules, regulations and specifications for the trimming,
removal, planting, pruning and protection of trees, shrubs, bushes and other wood-like vegetation.
(b) The City Manager shall have the power to determine if a safety concern or obstruction
exists regarding street trees, public access trees or private trees and can prescribe actions
necessary to abate the problem.
(c) The City Manager shall have the right to trim, remove, prune and protect any street tree
or to require the owner or occupant of the property, or his or her agent, abutting on the right-ofway of any street, alley, sidewalk or other public place to trim, remove, prune or protect any
private tree which may project or exist beyond the property line (including street trees adjacent to
private property) of such owner, occupant or agent, onto or over public property in a manner
which interferes with the safe use of the right-of-way, at the expense of said owner. If not paid
within thirty (30) days, the amount shall be made a lien against said property until paid. If the
property owner, occupant or agent refuses or neglects to trim, remove, prune or protect any such
tree, shrub, bush or other wood-like vegetation within ten (10) days of a written notice from the
City Manager to do so, the City Manager may do or cause to be done the necessary work incident
thereto, and the expenses thereof shall be collected from the owner of such property. If not
collected within thirty (30) days, the amount shall be made a lien against said property until paid.
(Prior code 17.18.600; Ord. 4 §1, 2005)
Sec. 7-5-50. Adoption of tree and shrubbery regulations.
The City Council may, from time to time, adopt tree and shrubbery regulations by appropriate
resolution. Any regulation so adopted shall be for the exclusive purpose of providing for the care
of trees and shrubs in the City and shall be deemed as mandatory for any removal, destruction,
trimming or pruning of any tree, shrub or hedge in the City. (Prior code 17.18.700)
Sec. 7-5-60. Penalty.
Any violation of the provisions of this Article is classified as a Class B municipal offense.
(Prior code 17.18.800)

ARTICLE VIII
Tree Board
Sec. 2-8-10. Creation and establishment.
There is hereby created and established a Tree Board, with powers as set out in this Article,
for the purpose of regulating tree care in the City. (Prior code 17.18.200; Ord. 4 §1, 2005)
Sec. 2-8-20. Membership.
(a) The Tree Board shall consist of seven (7) members, of which one (1) shall be a City
Council member, the City Manager or his or her duly authorized representative and five (5)
citizens of the City who are interested and enthusiastic about improving and protecting trees, who
shall be recommended by the Mayor and approved by a majority vote of the City Council. The
Tree Board shall be governed by bylaws recommended by the Tree Board and approved by the
City Council.
(b) The existence of vacancies for the citizen Tree Board members will be published in a
newspaper of general circulation and appear on the Community Access TV Bulletin Board, if
available. The term of each citizen Tree Board member shall be for two (2) years, except that the
term of one (1) of the citizen members appointed to the first Tree Board shall be for one (1) year.
In the event that a vacancy shall occur during the term of any member, his or her successor shall
be appointed for the unexpired portion of the term. The City Council member and the City
Manager shall serve a two-year term or until such person is no longer on the City Council or no
longer holds the position of City Manager, whichever term first expires. (Prior code 17.18.200;
Ord. 4 §1, 2005)
Sec. 2-8-30. Duties and responsibilities.
It shall be the responsibility of the Tree Board to study, investigate, counsel, monitor and
foster community tree care for the City by performing the following duties:
(1) The Tree Board, with counsel of the Colorado State Forester, will develop and
annually update an "undesirable tree" and a "desirable tree" list. This list will become
effective for the purposes of this Article once approved by the City Council by resolution.
(2) The Tree Board will develop and periodically update guidelines for the maintenance of
trees on public property. These guidelines will become effective for the purposes of this
Article once approved by the City Council by resolution.
(3) The Tree Board will develop, update and administer a recommended annual work plan
for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting and removal or disposition of public
access trees, as defined in Section 7-4-10 of this Code.
(4) The Tree Board is responsible for any community education programs and/or literature
concerning community forestry, and is authorized to arrange, advertise and conduct
educational programs.

(5) The Tree Board is responsible for organizing and conducting the annual Arbor Day
Celebration.
(6) The Tree Board is responsible for cooperating with the City Manager concerning
identifying areas where street trees and private trees, as defined in Section 7-46-10 of this
Code, pose a threat or danger to the public safety for any reason and need immediate attention.
The Tree Board will not have the authority to contact any private citizen concerning these
public safety hazards, and shall report only to the City Manager. Any action taken concerning
these trees will not involve the Tree Board.
(7) It shall be the responsibility of the Tree Board to counsel and educate the public on
care and recommended trees to plant on private property. (Prior code 17.18.300; Ord. 4 §1,
2005)

